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'Nixon was based on a dubious quote 


Washington 

O LIVER STONE’S 
‘T'lixon a movie due 
in theaters for the 
holidays, ties the 
Watergate coverup 
to the death of John F. Kennedy. 

In an attempt to escape blame 
for the 1972 break-in, the movie 
tells us, Richard Nixon sought 
refuge in the CIA’s coverup of the 
JFK assassination. 

Here’s how the Stone scenario 
unfolds: 

> Beginning in the 
last months of the 
Eisenhower administra- 
tion, the CIA tried to kill 
Fidel Castro. 

The CIA covered 
up the anti-Castro cam- 
paign, fearing that it 
may have triggered 
JFK’s death in Novem- 
ber 1963. 

► Richard Nixon 
tried using the CIA 
coverup to hide his own 
Watergate-related mis- 
deeds. He ordered Chief of Staff 
H.R. Haldeman to tell the CIA that 
a further probe of the Democratic 
National Committee break-in 
would “open up the whole Bay of 
Pigs thing.” 

And “Bay of Pigs” was Nixon’s 
code for the Kennedy killing. 

Stone points to an extraordi- 
nary source for his “Nixon” sce- 
nario. In an introduction to the 
Disney-published script, his pro- 
ducers drew the connection be- 
tween Dallas and Watergate from 
something Haldeman, was sup- 
posed to have written about 
Nixon’s coverup orders to him on 
June 23, 1972: 

“It seems that in all those Nixon 
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references to the Bay of Pigs, he 
was actually referring to the 
Kennedy assassination.” 

The introduction to the “Nixon” 
script states, ‘These are not Oliver 
Stone’s words. They are H.R. 
Haldeman’s.” 

The problem is that Haldeman 
denied writing those words. While 
they appeared in his 1978 book, 
“The Ends of Power,” Haldeman 
attributed them to his collaborator, 
Joseph DiMona. 

Haldeman was clear 
on this point — to the 
end. 

I interviewed him at 
his Santa Barbara home 
in October 1993, just a 
month before he died of 
stomach cancer. Though 
I had never met him be- 
fore and came from the 
opposite political back- 
ground, my host was in- 
credibly generous, sitting 
with me for an enormous 
■ amount of time dis- 

cussing Waterate and the 
coverup, certainly not his favorite 
topics. 

Like Stone and his producers, I 
was particularly interested in the 
theory advanced in ‘The Ends of 
Power” that Nixon’s coverup was 
actually an attempt to hide Water- 
gate behind the CIA’s bodyguard of 
lies surrounding the Castro assas- 
sination attempts. 

Haldeman disappointed me. 
When I asked about tie theory ad- 
vanced in the 1978 book that “the 
whole Bay of Pigs thing” was Nixon 
code for something else, Haldeman 
cut me off cold. 

“That’s what I have to disclaim,” 
he said. “That’s Joe DiMona’s theo- 
ry of what went on.” 

It was, as I said, a disappointing 
answer. Like Stone’s producers, I 
had been intrigued by the theory 


advanced in “The Ends of Power.” 
Intriguing or not, it was not 
Haldeman’s theory. 

I asked what he thought NLxon 
did mean by “the whole Bay of 
Pigs” in that June 23 conversation. 

“I don’t have any idea,” he said. 
‘That was a mysteiy to me.” 

It must have remained so. 

When I visited him, Haldeman 
was using the little time he had left 
to ready his rich, painstaking diary 
of the Nixon presidency. That di- 
ary, which historians will value for 
generations, is the man’s true 
memoir and his great contribution 
to our understanding of the period. 


